
Pre-school Staff Questionnaire – 2010  
 

Responses - 129 returned 
 

1) How confident and knowledgeable do you feel you are to discuss all the 
issues covered by ssf with children?  

Very Fairly Adequate Apprehensive Not at all No answer 
5 (3.9) 24 (18.9%) 26 (20.5%) 51 (40.2%) 22 (17.3%) 2 (1.6%) 

(One person ticked both apprehensive & not at all) 
 
 
 
 

2) How confident and knowledgeable do you feel you are to discuss all the 
issues covered by ssf with parents?  

Very Fairly Adequate Apprehensive Not at all No answer 
2 (1.6%) 23 (18.1%) 21 (16.5%) 53 (41.7%) 29 (22.8%) 3 (2.4%) 

(One person ticked both adequate & apprehensive and one person ticked apprehensive & not at all) 
 
 
 
 

3) Do you feel it is more appropriate to involve specially trained individuals, who are 
detached from the families, to cover these sensitive subjects? 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

somewhat 
Agree Not sure Disagree 

100 (78.7%) 11 (8.7%) 12 (9.4%) 3 (2.4%) 3 (2.4%) 
 
 
 
 

4) Please rate the value of the service ssf provides to your nursery and families. 
Highly Fairly highly Adequate Moderately Not at all 

101 (79.5%) 22 (17.3%) 3 (2.4%) 3 (2.4%) 0 
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Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate to 
involve specially trained individuals, 
who are detached from the families, 
to cover these sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

1 Option selected – Apprehensive 
I do not feel that all issues can be 
discussed in the time and detail that 
ssf go into.  I would not have the 
confidence nor background 
knowledge to cover this with the 
children, it requires experienced 
skilled individuals to cover the 
aspects. 

Option selected – Not at all 
As above.  Feel it would be harder 
to cover with parents from a staff 
point of view! 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
It is not more appropriate but only 
appropriate that it involves 
specially trained individuals. 

Option selected – Highly 
The programme is one of the most 
crucial ‘life’ experience approach 
and part of national curriculum we 
follow.  It should be made 
mandatory across the UK and 
streamed into ‘Curriculum for 
Excellence’, as a workshop 
programme for all children to 
attend! 

There is no doubt in any of our 
nursery staff that safe strong and 
free, is an integral and vital part of 
a child’s learning.  The council 
should consider paying their own 
lunch costs and travel costs to 
minimise spending and leave the 
important, vital services to continue 
to offer their worthwhile and 
wonderful services! 

2 Option selected – Not at all 
Having the service withdrawn 
would be detrimental to the 
children’s learning over these 
important aspects that ssf teach and 
learn, the issues are out-with our 
normal learning programme and I 
do not feel staff at the nursery 
would be able to even ‘touch’ on 
the issues discussed during the ssf 
workshops to an effective standard. 

Option selected – Not at all 
Finding time to discuss these issues 
with parents is hard enough, having 
trained volunteers, to discuss with 
parents is vital in ensuring parents 
comprehend and understand exactly 
what the programme is about.  
These are sensitive issues that 
should be discussed professionally 
and through ssf. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
We have been in a situation where 
one of our children’s parents was 
abused herself when she was 
younger and having supportive, 
trained staff to discuss the 
programme at that time was vital.  
Staff at our nursery would not have 
been able to handle the situation 
effectively without ssf. 

Option selected – Highly 
Excellent service, with values that 
outweigh any costings – ssf should 
always be available to all children 
in the Highlands.  There are too 
many benefits to list, losing this 
service would be detrimental to the 
childcare sector. 

I am shocked that the ssf project is 
even being considered for cost 
cutting!  The immense work and 
benefits that evolves from the 
workshops is second to none and 
vital in children’s development and 
learning!  Nurseries across the 
region cannot praise the 
organisation enough and have 
worked in partnership to ensure 
every child has access to the ssf 
workshops, knowing full well the 
benefit it brings to every child that 
attends the workshops!  

3 Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

4 Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Strongly Agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

5 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

The ssf staff provide an invaluable 
service.  They are trained to provide 
the necessary support to childcare 
staff to help children deal with 
many issues.  Many of the staff in 
this setting do not have the 
necessary training to deliver the 
appropriate support to children.  ssf 
provides a great service and is 
delivered well by staff who are 
knowledgeable ,confident and 
friendly. 



 
Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

6 Option selected – Apprehensive 
Not able to deliver content of 
workshop 3. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
As above. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

Ssf offers a valuable professional 
service which should be extended 
into primary schools rather than 
being diminished. 

7 Option selected – Fairly 
I’m in a better position here as I 
used to work with ssf as a Project 
Worker myself.  I would need to 
brush up my knowledge. 

Option selected – Fairly 
As above. 

Option selected – Agree 
somewhat 
There is an advantage in the  
objective eye coming in for all 
concerned – it might be easier for 
parents to discuss issues freely and 
someone with no local connection 
might notice something or pick up 
on a comment overlooked by staff.  
Certainly anyone would need 
further training over and above 
their nursery experience. 

Option selected –  Highly 
- 

- 

8 Option selected – Fairly 
I don’t have a problem talking 
about this to children – but training 
would be good. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
I’d find this hard being in a small 
village – but with training it might 
be better. 

Option selected – Agree 
I would rather have somebody do it 
that nobody do it, and I’d do it 
myself if it came to it. 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

Please, if it’s possible don’t cut this 
service.  It’s so important.  Could 
you not train all nursery assistants 
or someone within each nursery 
willing to do this, and have an 
annual training/refresh course – 
rather than cut it down or out. 

9 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Agree 
- 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

- 

10 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 
 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

It would be a great shame if this 
programme was to be cut – the 
children thoroughly enjoy the 
sessions and is so beneficial to their 
welfare and development.  Safe 
strong and free is an important part 
of the preschool education. 

11 Option selected – Apprehensive 
Feel ssf cover areas very well as 
they are trained to do this and the 
children get good confident 
information which they remember. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

12 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

13 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

14 Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
Some parents don’t want to talk to 
their children about some issues i.e. 
“safe cuddles”. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Know how to help children 
understand. 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

15 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 
 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 
 

Option selected – Agree 
somewhat 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

16 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

17 Option selected – Apprehensive 
Staff cannot match the skilled input 
given at present. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
As above. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

18 Option selected – Apprehensive 
 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

19 Option selected – Fairly 
A visitor and puppets often makes 
more of an impact on the children. 

Option selected – Fairly 
Parents often respond to trained 
individuals. 

Option selected – Agree 
somewhat 
Parents and children often respond 
to visitors/trained individuals 
better. 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

20 Option selected – Apprehensive 
Only a small amount of knowledge 
as I worked for a different Council 
before joining this group it’s the 
first time I have experienced the 
programme. 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
There are sensitive subjects being 
covered which I feel needs a 
specially trained individual. 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

21 Option selected – Adequate 
Whilst I have adequate knowledge 
of the subjects I do not believe that 
I would know how to deliver this to 
the children confidently or with 
success. 
 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Children need to feel reassured and 
the subjects covered have to be 
delivered in a sensitive yet 
approachable and friendly manner.  
A different person to the group is 
often also listened to more than 
those there daily.  It is essential. 

Option selected – Highly 
It is an invaluable service and 
empowers the children. 

- 

22 Option selected – Not at all 
This is a specialist subject and 
should stay this way with 
professionally trained people. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
No training has been given to staff 
on ssf, we only get snip bits from 
children. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

23 Option selected – Apprehensive 
Wouldn’t feel confident to discuss 
all the issues covered.  Ssf staff 
delivers this in a clear, easily 
understood child friendly manner. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
Wouldn’t feel I would have the 
knowledge to adequately answer 
any question. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
Ssf staff have had the ability to 
capture the attention of even the 
most unruly children! 

- 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

24 Option selected – Apprehensive 
I would not feel confident to 
adequately raise the issues which 
are brought up by ssf. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
For the same reasons above, this in 
not really my background. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

25 Option selected – Very 
Having observed the programme 
for 8 years, I feel confident that I 
could deliver the programme if I 
had to but find it a great deal more 
beneficial to observe the children 
whilst they are watching the very 
professional ssf team carry out the 
workshops. 

Option selected – Fairly 
I still feel it is better delivered by a 
professional team who are not 
involved with the parents on a daily 
basis. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
See comments under 2. 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

26 Option selected – Adequate 
Ssf team are able to be specific 
about particular topic and the 
children learn from this.  As a 
nursery we might feel that a lesson 
in nursery could be led away from 
specifics through nature of 
curriculum i.e. child led.  Not so 
adult directed. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
Again, ssf team are specifically 
focussing a bullying and stranger 
danger and have all the tools 
(equipment) necessary to get the 
message across to parents in a short 
space of time i.e. what they are 
going to be teaching nursery pupils 
over 3 sessions. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Yes, the parents and children will 
respond to specially trained 
individuals as this is their 
‘speciality’.  Teachers and nursery 
staff don’t necessary have the 
specific necessary skills to go into 
subjects in detail.  Also, if someone 
different for a short spell – people 
have more memories of these 
sometimes. 

Option selected – Highly 
Excellent service.  Disappointed 
that parents sessions are so poorly 
attended – ones I know of anyway.  
Maybe some are well attended? 

I believe that this programme 
should continue and have written a 
letter of support for it to continue to 
councillors.  See copy enclosed.  
Excellent work.  Hope it continues. 

27 Option selected – Apprehensive 
Although I have heard of ssf this is 
the first time I’ve seen the service 
delivered.  I feel I would need 
training to handle these issues. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
Again I don’t feel I have the 
experience to discuss this with 
parents. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Specially trained individuals know 
exactly what signs or comments to 
look out for and how to react.  It is 
carried out very sensitively, and I 
was very impressed. 

Option selected – Highly 
I think this is a very important 
service and there is nothing else of 
its kind available as far as I am 
aware.  It would be a great shame if 
it was not going to continue. 

Although I was only able to attend 
the first and third sessions I was 
very impressed with the delivery of 
the service and how well the issues 
were handled.  In my opinion this is 
a very important service which 
needs to continue. 

28 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
We are a small school and have 
very good relationships with 
parents. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
This project provides an excellent 
service to the school.  Parents and 
children are very supportive of it.  
It contributes to our planning and 
curriculum. 

- 

29 Option selected – Apprehensive 
The children listen intently to a new 
person coming in and addressing 
them.  They would not concentrate 
so easily with their regular contacts. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
Parents find the subject difficult to 
address themselves. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
Very highly valued. 

It is an extremely important service 
which should be continued. 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

30 Option selected – Apprehensive 
Would find it difficult to tackle the 
last session about possible sexual 
abuse.  Children looked forward to 
Shonda coming and really paid 
attention to someone new coming 
in. 
 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
Not very happy about discussing 
some of the topics/issues 
particularly the sexual abuse one. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Someone detached from the family 
is much better when discussing 
sensitive subjects. 

Option selected – Highly 
We thought it was an excellent 
service and that it was delivered 
extremely well. 

I think this should be continued – 
it’s very important that children 
learn to look after themselves and it 
is much better that it is delivered by 
a specially trained person.  

31 Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Agree 
I think input from families is 
needed too, and some could cover 
these subjects, but for those who 
may not be able to discuss these 
issues or who don’t know how to 
go about it, then ssf is really 
needed. 

Option selected – Highly 
We have always had a very positive 
feedback form parents and the 
children quite often refer to the 
workshops when situations arise. 

- 
 

32 Option selected – Fairly 
Fairly comfy with info – know 
enough to explain to children at 
their level – however, important 
things like this should maybe be 
spoken about on regular basis and 
ssf have an excellent way of 
delivering this to children. 
 

Option selected – Fairly 
Same as above but would prefer the 
experts to do it (more thoroughly!)!  
Parents and children enjoy (may 
take more notice!!) of other 
agencies!! 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
See #2. 
 

Option selected – Highly 
This service will be missed if not 
available.  The staff are always 
enthusiastic, well informed and 
deliver the sessions well.  Although 
myself/other staff here are 
knowledgeable (thanks to ssf) on 
the subject – ssf would be 
welcomed here in the future as he 
value their sessions/previous 
children remember Callum/Shona 
and their messages. 

Good luck with the future! 

33 Option selected – Adequate 
I chose adequate only because ssf 
have been coming to see the 
children in pre-school for a number 
of years and I have been present 
when they are talking to the 
children about the topics raised. 

Option selected – Adequate 
As above I have to pint out that is 
staff changed it may well be that 
the staff in the pre-school would 
not feel able to carry out the talks 
themselves given to children and 
parents regarding ssf. 

Option selected –  Agree 
I do agree that the people who talk 
on sensitive subjects need to know 
what they are talking about and 
how to convey this to others. 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
All the ladies who come to talk to 
the children, parents and staff were 
great. 

- 

34 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

For the past few years the ssf staff 
have covered their part of the 
curriculum very successfully.  They 
perform a very useful role in my 
opinion. 

35 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Agree 
somewhat 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

36 Option selected – Adequate 
But adequate is not good enough! 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

37 Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

The ssf team have provided a 
valuable contribution to the social 
and emotional development of the 
children involved in the 
programme.  All of the parents are 
very happy with the service.  We 
would not like to lose this valuable 
resource.  Thank you. 

38 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Issues would be far better covered 
by trained ssf staff. 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

Ssf has been visiting our nursery 
for a number of years and the 
sessions are very child friendly and 
informative.  The staff who deliver 
these sessions are very well trained 
and cover all issues in a child 
friendly and approachable manner.  
Nurseries would miss this service 
greatly as it prepares children for 
becoming more independent in the 
outside world. 

39 Option selected – Fairly 
We deal with these issues on an 
ongoing basis and as children join 
at different times they are 
continually being reinforced. 

Option selected – Fairly 
Timing would be an issue though. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Yes as they are more likely to spot 
signs of problems more readily. 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

40 Option selected – Apprehensive 
Wouldn’t feel confident to deliver 
everything to the children in a way 
they would take the information 
and enjoy the session. 

Option selected – Adequate 
It would be easier to do with 
parents than children, but I would 
still be unsure of making sure I got 
all the info across.  Also depends if 
parents are interested. 
 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Definitely better to have someone 
not connected to/related to one of 
the children or families. 
 

Option selected – Highly 
This was the first year I got a 
chance to be part of one of the 
sessions and it is very good.  I 
would definitely highly recommend 
it. 
 

Safe Strong and Free is perfect for 
the children.  Having someone 
come in from outside the nursery 
and work with them on these kinds 
of issues is invaluable.  The 
children always respond better to 
outside agencies and the was no 
exception!!  A huge thank you!! 

41 Option selected – Apprehensive 
I feel you would need appropriate 
training to deliver the workshops 
and it is not the kind of workshop 
that just ‘anyone’ could deliver.  
The quality of deliverance from the 
project worker has a big impact on 
how children listen and remember! 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
In my experience our children listen 
much better as it is someone new 
and exciting! 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

I think it would be a great loss to 
loose this valuable service even if it 
helps a few children then surely this 
is so important. 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

42 Option selected – Apprehensive 
Would not feel comfortable 
breaching the subjects on my own 
with children. 

Option selected – Adequate & 
Apprehensive 
Would find it quite difficult to sit 
down with parents and discuss 
issues! 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
100%!  Definitely better if 
somebody who is specially trained 
and also not close relationship to 
parents/carers. 
 

Option selected – Highly 
Highly.  This is a fantastic service 
and we can’t thank staff enough. 
 

A big thank you for ssf over the 
years, it is a fantastic service for the 
children to help them realise more 
about sensitive issues.  Because it is 
an outside agency the children 
really engage and take part, it is a 
talking point in the nursery and the 
children like to practise what they 
have learnt (permission for special 
scream!).  BIG than you to Alison 
who is just fantastic.  Keep up the 
good work! 

43 Option selected – Apprehensive 
Although I have attended ssf 
workshops I would not be confident 
to put the issues across as well as 
trained staff do. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
To most parents this may not be a 
problem but if there is any 
misunderstanding or queries I’m 
not sure I would be able to answer 
these. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
I also feel children of this age 
benefit from an outside person 
coming in to discuss these issues 
because they will listen and absorb 
more information. 

Option selected – Highly 
I think ssf is incredibly important to 
young children and would rather 
see it expanded rather than cut. 

As a parent of a child who was 
bullied but did not benefit from ssf 
I can see how important it is to 
children.  Maybe if my daughter 
had had the chance of the 
workshops she could have coped 
better. 

44 Option selected – Apprehensive 
I do not feel confident at all as I 
think it is very important to put it 
over to the children correctly and I 
have no training on the subjects to 
do so. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
Again I don’t think I have adequate 
knowledge (of the subjects) to be 
able to discuss it comfortably with 
parents. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
It is important that the subjects are 
dealt with sensitively and correctly 
otherwise more damage could be 
done (i.e. child gets extremely 
upset).  Person delivering 
workshops should be trained. 

Option selected – Highly 
It has been an extremely 
worthwhile workshop.  The 
children have learnt so much and 
anything we can do nowadays to 
help keep children safe has got to 
be good and worthwhile. 

These workshops must continue.  
Society has changed so much that 
children are more vulnerable than 
ever before.  These workshops help 
us to help children take ownership 
for their lives. 

45 Option selected – Apprehensive. 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

Ssf is a great service and the 
children really appreciate the 
different presentation and are able 
to take on board the messages. 

46 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected –  Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

47 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

A very valuable resource that gives 
the children a chance to explore 
potential dangers in a safe secure 
situation.  It often prompts further 
discussion within the group. 

48 Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

49 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 



 
Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

50 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – not at all 
I doubt it would be covered at all. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
The fact that older children are 
taken out of the nursery to discuss 
matters in a different way than they 
would in nursery reinforces what 
they learn, making it have a 
stronger impact and feelings of 
importance which ??? 

We feel strongly this service is vital 
in supporting kids and parents in a 
way that is not possible within 
everyday nursery.  That all parties 
involved feel this is the most 
effective way of dealing with the 
topics; educating all parties 
involved in an empathetic 
memorable and useful way. 

51 Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

Having been involved with ssf over 
the last 2 years I have been very 
impressed with the service 
provided.  I feel the children 
respond especially well to someone 
they don’t know as well, it seems to 
make them realise that it is an 
important message. 

52 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

53 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Disagree 
- 

Option selected – Moderately 
- 

- 

54 Option selected –Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Disagree 
- 

Option selected – Moderately 
- 

- 

55 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Disagree 
- 

Option selected – Moderately 
Maybe changing the workshop to 
involve the children more, this may 
engage the children more. 

- 

56 Option selected – Apprehensive 
I feel the issues discussed at Safe 
Strong and Free are all very 
important and I do not feel we 
would be able to deliver the 
information in such an effective 
way. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
Again I do not feel we would be 
confident enough to do this. 

Option selected –  Strongly agree 
Yes definitely, it makes it all the 
more important when someone 
from the outside comes in to do 
something with the children. 

Option selected – Highly 
We all feel it is an excellent service 
and would be very sorry to lose it. 
Safe Strong and Free staff are very 
good at what they do and it is 
always very successful. 

- 

57 Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

58 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Not sure 
- 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

If it is continued in pre-school 
settings – is the ssf message carried 
further on up the school system – 
where children may be more 
anxious to discuss these matters! 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

59 Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
Wouldn’t like this issue both with 
children and adults to get 
overlooked with such a busy 
curriculum. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Feel happy that outside party 
tackles this very sensitively issue. 

Option selected – Highly 
Has always been done very 
professionally by approachable and 
child friendly staff.  Plays very 
important part in child safety. 

Would be very disappointed if this 
service was to be withdrawn.  
Parents have always been positive 
about letting children take part in 
sessions. 
Children perhaps take better when a 
special visitor comes in to talk to 
them. 

60 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Agree 
somewhat 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

61 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
We wouldn’t have time to meet 
parents – school setting. 

Option selected – Agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

62 Option selected – Apprehensive 
SSF cover these issues very 
sensitively. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
It would be a great loss to lose this 
service. 

- 

63 Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

Safe Strong and Free programme is 
very entertaining for the children.  
Not only are they captivated by the 
puppets they are learning extremely 
important lessons at the same time.  
The programme also covers key 
elements associated with the 
curriculum for excellence which is 
also plays an important part in the 
children’s learning.  Staff find the 
programmes very beneficial 
subjects to add to their planning.  

64 Option selected – Apprehensive 
I do not feel I would have the 
experience to cover all the areas 
that need to be discussed. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

I do think that the subjects which 
are covered by ssf are better being 
discussed by someone out-with the 
nursery environment, the children 
are more likely to listen and absorb 
what is being said to them if it is a 
different person telling them the 
stories and discussing the 
situations. 

65 Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

66 Option selected – Adequate 
If the service is withdrawn we’d 
lose the quality. 

Option selected – Adequate 
Adequate is not good enough. 

Option selected – Agree 
somewhat 
It makes it easier sometimes. 

Option selected – Highly 
We’d be sorry to lose ssf. 

- 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

67 Option selected – Apprehensive 
I have a basic knowledge of the 
issues covered and would be able 
to impart this to the children but I 
feel that the children respond better 
to visitors who come to the nursery 
to talk with them therefore getting 
the issues across to the children in 
a more confident way.  The 
children get a lot out of these visits. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
As above. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Parents find it easier to 
communicate with those whom 
they are not personally involved. 

Option selected – Highly 
The service provided by ssf is 
second to none and it should be 
allowed to continue and spread to 
other areas not yet covered by this 
wonderful group. 

- 

68 Option selected – Adequate 
Prefer someone to come in.  More 
interesting for children. 

Option selected – Adequate 
Prefer someone to come in. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
See questions 1 and 2. 

Option selected – Highly 
It’s fab, we will miss it if it stops. 

- 

69 Option selected – Adequate 
Would rather/prefer professional 
advice such as ssf – easier for an 
outside person dealing with this 
sensitive topic and children tend to 
listen to a new person in this case. 

Option selected – Adequate 
As above and parents may feel 
more comfortable talking to a 
different, not as involved 
(detached) person about ssf with 
sensitive topics. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
As said in question 1 and 2. 

Option selected – Highly 
An excellent and valuable service 
which I hope can continue. 

- 

70 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected –  Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

71 Option selected – Apprehensive 
The ssf staff are trained to deal 
with these sensitive issues.  I also 
think the children respond better to 
a visiting adult for these important 
issues and it means staff can 
support the children. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
Again we have not been trained in 
the same way as the ssf staff. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
I think this is very important. 

Option selected – Highly 
This is an excellent service and 
workshops always get very positive 
feedback. 

Having worked with the ssf staff 
for a number of years and attended 
workshops with the children I think 
this is a very important part of the 
nursery child’s pre-school year and 
should be continued so that future 
children can have the same 
benefits. 

72 Option selected – Apprehensive 
We have a good relationship with 
children but still think these issues 
need a specially trained person. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
Again a specially trained person is 
needed. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

I would be very disappointed if 
these workshops finished.  They 
have been very beneficial to the 
children.  The issues have been 
dealt with extremely well – the 
children have been really interested 
in all three workshops. 

73 Option selected – Adequate 
But I feel that someone who has 
been specifically trained to do this 
can deliver it better than me.  The 
children also respond to someone 
different coming in. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
Again a specifically trained person 
will have more experience of the 
type of concerns and questions 
parents might have. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

We would be very disappointed if 
this service were to be withdrawn.  
We have been very pleased with ssf 
since the beginning and would hope 
that it would continue. 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

74 Option selected – Adequate 
I feel that someone who has been 
trained and come into nursery 
would be better than me. 

Option selected – Adequate 
Again, feel like someone trained 
would be better than me. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
They are very good and trained 
well.  It better to be detached. 

Option selected – Highly 
This is a good asset and runs very 
well.  Good training. 

If ssf was to be cut, I feel it would 
be wrong as it is a good service for 
our nursery both for parents and 
children.  The children always 
enjoy the workshop and have lots to 
talk about after. 

75 Option selected – Very 
- 

Option selected – Very 
Already have good parent relations. 

Option selected – Not sure 
GIRFEC policies and procedures 
already in place (+ up-to-date 
training) 

Option selected – Adequate 
(Sorry) the workshops can be quite 
boring and old fashioned. 

Fully support this message and 
principles and ssf but feel staff 
could implement workshops within 
their own nurseries. 

76 Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

If this service were to be withdrawn 
I feel it would have a detrimental 
effort for our children.  The 
programme enables youngsters to 
feel more confident within 
themselves and teaches them how 
to react and speak out in certain 
situations.  If we had to deliver this 
service then surely staff would 
require to undertake training. 

77 Option selected – 
Apprehensive/Not at all 
I’d be apprehensive as I don’t know 
all the information to be able to 
discuss all the issues. 

Option selected – 
Apprehensive/Not at all 
I wouldn’t be so confident in 
answering the parents questions – 
as they may think of an issues that 
I’m not aware of. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Someone who has been trained 
makes a lot better coverage, with 
meaning, and can respond, and are 
more aware of what to expect when 
an issue came up regarding abuse, 
and how to deal with it. 

Option selected – Highly 
It is a very valuable service and is 
put across really well to children 
without scaring them. 

I hope you get the funding to 
continue as we would miss your 
service. 

78 Option selected – Not at all 
The children were with ssf staff at 
all times. 

Option selected – Not at all 
I was not in on the issues covered 
by ssf staff. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

I feel the children respond better 
when the person talking to them 
about a subject they don’t know, 
they listen better, the people doing 
it have all the right resources and 
involve the children in the right 
way.  If this service was to be taken 
away I would feel apprehensive 
about doing this with children and 
parents. 

79 Option selected – Not at all 
I would not feel at all confident 
dealing with the ‘abuse’ side of ssf. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

80 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

81 Option selected – Adequate 
I think the service could be 
provided by staff but they would 
need training and time to practice.  
This would seem a waste since 
there are already experienced, 
trained individuals who present the 
course very well. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
I think it is better to have someone 
the parents don’t know to discuss 
these sensitive issues with. 

Option selected – Agree 
somewhat 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

82 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

83 Option selected – Very 
- 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

Sessions obviously valuable – 
children benefit in many ways, 
especially in less privileged areas. 

84 Option selected – Adequate 
This workshop should be done by 
trained workers. 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

Although this years project worker 
got the message across, (which is 
the reason for this workshop), last 
years project worker was more 
involved with the children, this 
years worker wasn’t as 
approachable. 

85 Option selected – Not at all 
I feel that these sensitive subjects 
are very difficult to discuss with 
children in a proper and sensitive 
way. 

Option selected – Not at all 
Parents would feel far more at ease 
with a trained person discussing 
these issues with their children.  I 
would feel awkward discussing 
some of the issues with parents. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
I feel the children would listen 
better and remember everything. 

Option selected – Highly 
It would be very disappointing if 
they withdrew this service from the 
nursery as I feel it is a huge success. 

- 

86 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

What the safe strong and free team 
aim to do is to help reduce the 
vulnerability of young children to 
abuse and assault.  I feel that if the 
service was withdrawn I don’t 
think it could be delivered in the 
same way as is done by the 
specially trained volunteers such 
as the Safe Strong and Free team. 

87 Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
It would be a great pity if this 
facility was lost as it is an 
invaluable tool in helping to keep 
the children safe and also covers 
many areas of the curriculum 
during each session. 

- 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

88 Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

89 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

90 Option selected – Fairly 
Feel that have been involved with 
ssf and have had to deal with 
sensitive issues from time to time. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
Feel we would need professional 
input with this, especially 
‘sensitive’ issues. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
It is a good idea to be covering such 
sensitive topics and be a support, if 
needed. 

Feel that perhaps the actual 
‘content’ could be updated and 
maybe ‘not’; scripted to make it 
more natural.  We do value the 
commitment by the volunteers and 
appreciate the service you provide. 

91 Option selected – Not at all 
It’s so important for the children to 
learn to protect themselves I’d 
rather it was done by ssf who are 
specially trained. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
I feel this is a specialised area. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
I wish it had been available for my 
own children, when they were little.  
I think it’s excellent. 

During the 90’s I worked in 
Smithton Nursery and we had the 
ssf workshops there.  I think it 
should be expanded (Nationwide 
or further) not be running the risk 
of having to cut-back or stop!  
This (ssf) is invaluable and as I’d 
seen it in action in my previous 
employment in the Inverness area, 
I was very pleased when I heard it 
was going to be held at my current 
workplace in Tain.  You cannot 
put a price on a child’s safety and 
I would recommend this 
programme to everyone with 
children.  Funding should be 
given to this excellent resource. 

92 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected –  Strongly agree 
-  

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

93 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

94 Option selected – Not at all 
Not trained in this area. 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

It would be such a loss to the 
children if this was no longer 
available. 

95 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
I feel it comes across far better 
from trained individuals. 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

96 Option selected – Not at all 
It is important to have an 
independent voice coming in to do 
specific workshops. 

Option selected – Not at all 
We would not have a time without 
children in which to have an adult 
workshop. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
On sensitive issues care and 
attention to detail of the way 
something is delivered is very 
important. 

Option selected – Highly 
It addresses important issues in an 
informative yet relevant way for the 
children attending nursery. 

- 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

97 Option selected – Apprehensive 
I feel the ssf staff have the 
workshops well planned and staff 
are very experienced in carrying 
them out.  The use of the props 
helps children to concentrate and to 
understand the messages being put 
forward. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Think this is important – the 
message coming from specially 
trained adults makes it more 
effective.  Children have a new 
face, new person to listen to, not the 
same adults who are familiar to 
them. 

Option selected – Highly 
This is a very valuable programme 
which would be greatly missed by 
staff, parents and children were it to 
be disrupted by funding cuts.   The 
messages being put over to the 
children are extremely important 
and help children become confident 
in dealing with issues they come 
across as they grow and develop. 

I fully support the work of Safe 
Strong and Free and urge The 
Highland Council to think very 
carefully before they initiate cuts 
of funding for this programme.  
What can be more important in 
the safety and well being of our 
children?  Giving them strategies 
and confidence to deal with 
difficult issues is fundamental.  
This is an extremely important 
programme which should be fully 
funded in order to educate young 
lives on some very delicate issues. 

98 Option selected – Not at all 
I do not have the relevant 
knowledge and information. 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

Ssf staff doing workshop are 
conveying to the children what 
dangers might happen in a fun, 
friendly and informative way.  If 
this was not available, it would be 
a huge loss and the children may 
suffer. 

99 Option selected – Fairly 
I have been involved in a playgroup 
setting for 20 years and have 
attended several adult workshops as 
well as children’s. 

Option selected – Fairly 
As above. 

Option selected – Agree 
somewhat 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

100 Option selected – Apprehensive 
Don’t feel I am very able and not 
‘up-to-date’ with wording etc and 
how to come across to children 
about these issues. 

Option selected – Not at all 
Feel it is much better to have an 
outside group in to discuss with 
parents. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Definitely, it is a serious subject 
that should not readily be discussed 
by un-trained nursery staff. 

Option selected – Highly 
Our 4-5 year olds have just started 
talking about some of the issues so 
it’s great it’s being brought to their 
attention. 

- 

101 Option selected – Very 
- 

Option selected – Very 
- 

Option selected –  Agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

102 Option selected – Adequate 
Ssf covers a lot of issues very well.  
It is very helpful to have this input 
and without which we may not 
cover all the issues quite so well. 

Option selected – Adequate 
We probably would avoid some 
issues. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
It is much easier when trained 
individuals cover these sensitive 
subjects. 

Option selected – Highly 
It is a good service.  They make a 
valuable contribution to our 
curriculum. 

This is a very good service.  They 
do an excellent job.  They cover 
many sensitive issues.  They are a 
valuable contribution to our 
service. 

103 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

104 Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

105 Option selected – Apprehensive 
I would discuss some of the issues 
happily but would find others very 
difficult to get across to the 
children in a child-friendly manner. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
I know most of the parents I’ve 
spoken to are relieved to know this 
subject will be covered by a 
specially trained person.  Not all are 
happy to discuss all issues with 
their own child. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
I appreciate how well the staff 
deliver this sensitive subject.  The 
use of the puppets is incredibly 
beneficial to the children allowing 
them to experience how they are 
feeling. 

- 

106 Option selected – Adequate 
We all feel ssf staff have been 
trained to deliver their message in a 
caring, but professional manner. 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Staff have been very grateful for 
the support given by ssf staff. 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

107 Option selected – NO ANSWER 
- 

Option selected – NO ANSWER 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

Ssf provide an invaluable service.  
They are specifically trained and 
monitored in this area, which I 
feel is very important. 

108 Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

This is an excellent service which 
is highly valued by staff and 
parents and enjoyed by the 
children. 

109 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

110 Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

The children have always looked 
forward to their turn for ssf and 
will be very upset when they find 
out it is cancelled.  My daughter is 
9 years old and still remembers 
everything Annette taught her. 

111 Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

This is a valuable service which 
advises children at an age 
appropriate level.  Children need a 
consistency of messages they are 
given. If taught by 
parents/individual schools these 
messages can easily become 
confusing to them. 

112 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

I believe it would be a great loss 
to see this service withdrawn 
especially with the increasing 
vulnerability our children have to 
face in today’s society. 

 
 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

113 Option selected – Adequate 
We do cover most issues in health 
and wellbeing at nursery. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected – Not sure 
You are teaching them about 
strangers but yet it is a stranger 
who is speaking to them. 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
Sheila was very good and explained 
everything very well – much 
improved on previous years. 

- 

114 Option selected – Not at all 
I feel that a specially trained person 
is much better fitted to come in and 
discuss these matters with children 
on what are sensitive subjects. 

Option selected – Not at all 
Parents would feel happier and 
more confident with a specially 
trained person. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
I think when a specially trained 
person comes in to do this and this 
is their main focus it is treated more 
seriously by children and parents. 

Option selected – Highly 
I think it is well and sensitively 
presented and I do not feel we have 
the necessary training, focus, etc, to 
deliver these workshops. 

- 

115 Option selected – Apprehensive 
-Although I have obviously 
observed the workshops over a 
number of years and am a confident 
practitioner, I would not feel 
confident to address the 
issues/questions that are covered by 
the workshops. I am not trained to 
deliver these workshops. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
-I would feel uncomfortable 
discussing some of the workshop 
topics with parents as again I do not 
have the specialist training and 
knowledge that ssf provide. 

Option selected –  Strongly Agree 
-See previous comments. 

Option selected – Highly 
-ssf has consistently provided a 
high quality service that gives a 
voice to our very youngest children 
who before taking part in the 
workshops may not have had the 
skills or knowledge to protect 
themselves. Ssf workshops make 
our youngest most vulnerable 
children safer. 

To lose ssf would be a tragedy. It 
enables our youngest children to 
talk about matters that worry them 
or inappropriate actions/situations 
that they may encounter.  It teaches 
them, at a level they can 
understand, about relationships and 
empowers them to take action for 
themselves. Ssf workshops teach 
staff how to deal with situations and 
makes discussing sensitive matters 
much easier with children, staff and 
parents. 

116 Option selected – Not at all 
-Have never heard of this until I 
started work at the nursery in 2009 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected –  Strongly Agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

This is such a sensitive subject to 
be discussing with children and I 
feel they listen and respond better 
about it when they learn about it 
from someone they don’t know. We 
never had this when I attended 
school and I think it is a great thing 
to do at such an early age. 

117 Option selected – Apprehensive 
It is a great service about such 
important aspects. 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Of course – it would be completely 
inappropriate 

Option selected – Highly 
Being a parent of a child who 
formerly attended I feel it is 
extremely valuable. 
 
It would be such a shame for 
children & families to miss out. 

These issues keep children safe 
from harm – teaches them to protect 
themselves – provides awareness of 
the importance of “them” as 
individuals – its okay to say NO. If 
children are taught this it could save 
lives!!! The team do a wonderful 
job in educating children, families 
& staff about serious issues & how 
to deal with them. Thank you. 

 
 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

118 Option selected – Fairly 
But wouldn’t wish to cover it. 

Option selected – NO ANSWER 
Don’t feel it is my job to cover this 
with parents. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

As our nursery is through the 
medium of Gaelic it would be more 
beneficial to have Gaelic speakers. 

119 Option selected – NO ANSWER 
Feel that this is delivered better by 
people who have been involved in 
the training. 

Option selected – NO ANSWER 
Again I feel this is better covered 
by people who have had training 
and delivered topic to our nurseries 
so should be able to answer 
questions that arise. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
It would be very uncomfortable for 
someone who knew the families to 
deliver such sensitive material and 
also remain unbiased. 

Option selected – Highly 
It allows staff, children and parents 
to openly discuss topics.  Everyone 
is listened to fairly and their 
experiences valued. 

Strongly feel that a refresher course 
for the primary children should be 
considered as we noticed the 
interest of the children while the 
topics were happening.. 
Because the puppets are delivering 
the stories it helps the children to 
focus and listen. 
Well done everyone! 

120 Option selected – Fairly 
But ssf do it very well. 

Option selected – Fairly 
But ssf do it very well. 

Option selected –  Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
Excellent provision. 

- 

121 Option selected – Very 
- 

Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected –  Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
Ssf provide a very high quality 
service. 

- 

122 Option selected – Adequate 
Happy with the basics but wouldn’t 
be able to deliver it as well as the 
ssf staff. 

Option selected – Adequate 
See response to previous question. 

Option selected – Agree 
somewhat 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

123 Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected –  Agree 
somewhat 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

124 Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected –  Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Highly 
- 

- 

125 Option selected – Adequate 
- 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
- 

Option selected –  Agree 
somewhat 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

It is better having input from an 
outside agency as the children 
enjoy the puppets and having 
visitors to the nursery. 

126 Option selected – Fairly 
- 

Option selected – Adequate 
Some of the parents may feel 
awkward discussing some of the 
issues with a familiar person. 

Option selected –  Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected – Fairly highly 
- 

- 

127 Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected – Not at all 
- 

Option selected –  Strongly agree 
- 

Option selected –Highly 
- 

- 

128 Option selected – Apprehensive 
I would not feel I had sufficient 
training in this area to cover the 
issues without alarming them. 

Option selected – Apprehensive 
I would feel exactly the same 
doubts about speaking to parents. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
The children are much more likely 
to listen carefully to people they do 
not know well. 

Option selected – Highly 
It is a very good service with 
trained staff and good resources. 

I would feel it was a great loss if we 
lost this service through lack of 
funding. 

 
 



Form 
No. 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
children? 

How confident & knowledgeable 
do you feel you are to discuss all 
the issues covered by ssf with 
parents? 

Do you feel it is more appropriate 
to involve specially trained 
individuals, who are detached from 
the families, to cover these 
sensitive subjects? 

Please rate the value of the service 
ssf provides to your nursery and 
families. 

Further comments 

129 Option selected – Fairly 
Ssf is a very good programme and 
the children will lost out if it wasn’t 
continued. 

Option selected – Fairly 
Through the years parents have 
commented on how well the topics 
have been covered/presented. 

Option selected – Strongly agree 
Some children are more inclined to 
listen to a new face. 

Option selected – Highly 
It is put forward by well trained 
volunteers, and staff are then able 
to continue the message with the 
children and answer their questions. 

- 

      
 
 


